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A Practical English Grammar 4th Edition
by J. Thomson and V. Martinet: A
Comprehensive Review
For decades, students and teachers alike have relied on *A Practical English Grammar* by J.
Thomson and V. Martinet as a trusted guide to mastering the intricacies of the English
language. This comprehensive text, now in its fourth edition, continues to be a valuable
resource, offering a clear and systematic approach to grammar, making it an excellent choice
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for both self-study and classroom instruction. This review will delve into its key features,
benefits, and enduring relevance in the ever-evolving landscape of English language teaching.
We'll explore its suitability for different learning styles, its strengths and weaknesses, and its
enduring value as a foundational grammar textbook.

Introduction: A Timeless Classic in English Grammar
*A Practical English Grammar, 4th Edition* by A.J. Thomson and A.V. Martinet stands as a
landmark achievement in English language pedagogy. Its enduring popularity stems from its
clear explanations, comprehensive coverage, and practical exercises. This classic text isn't just a
collection of rules; it's a carefully structured journey through the English language, designed to
build a strong grammatical foundation. The book's success lies in its ability to make complex
grammatical concepts accessible to learners of all levels, from intermediate to advanced. Key
aspects such as sentence structure, verb tenses, and parts of speech are explored in detail,
with plenty of examples to solidify understanding. The use of concise explanations and
numerous exercises ensures that students actively engage with the material, reinforcing their
knowledge through practice.
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Benefits of Using A Practical English Grammar
The benefits of using *A Practical English Grammar* are numerous and well-documented. The
book's systematic approach facilitates a deep understanding of English grammar. Its structure
allows learners to progress steadily, building upon previously acquired knowledge. This
progressive approach is particularly beneficial for self-learners who appreciate the clear
guidance and structured learning path. Here are some key benefits:

Clear and Concise Explanations: The authors avoid jargon and use simple,
straightforward language to explain complex grammatical concepts.
Abundant Examples: Each grammatical point is illustrated with numerous examples,
providing learners with a clear understanding of how grammar is used in context.
Comprehensive Coverage: The book covers a wide range of grammatical topics,
ensuring learners have a well-rounded understanding of the English language. This
includes extensive coverage of English verb tenses, a notoriously difficult area for many
learners.
Practical Exercises: The book contains a wealth of exercises, ranging from simple drills
to more complex tasks, designed to reinforce learning and develop grammatical accuracy.
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Systematic Approach: The book's systematic presentation allows learners to build their
understanding gradually, starting with the basics and progressing to more advanced
concepts.

Usage and Applicability of the Textbook
*A Practical English Grammar, 4th Edition* is incredibly versatile. It can be used effectively in
various learning environments:

Self-Study: The book's clear explanations and comprehensive exercises make it ideal for
self-study. Learners can work through the material at their own pace, focusing on areas
where they need extra support.
Classroom Instruction: The book is widely used in classrooms around the world as a
primary grammar textbook. Its structured approach allows teachers to tailor their
instruction to different learning styles and paces.
Reference Material: Even advanced learners can benefit from using the book as a
reference guide. Its comprehensive index makes it easy to find specific grammatical points
when needed.
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Strengths and Weaknesses of the Textbook
While *A Practical English Grammar* is widely praised, it's important to acknowledge both its
strengths and weaknesses:

Strengths:

Comprehensive coverage of grammar rules.
Clear and concise explanations.
Abundance of exercises for practice.
Systematic and structured approach.
Suitable for self-study and classroom use.

Weaknesses:

Lack of contemporary language usage examples. The examples might feel slightly
dated in comparison to modern English.
Limited focus on spoken English. The emphasis leans more towards written grammar.
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Can be challenging for absolute beginners. A basic understanding of English is
generally needed before tackling this book.

Conclusion: An Enduring Resource for English Grammar
*A Practical English Grammar, 4th Edition* by J. Thomson and V. Martinet remains a valuable
resource for learners and teachers of English. Its comprehensive coverage, clear explanations,
and abundant exercises make it an excellent choice for those seeking a solid understanding of
English grammar. While some aspects may benefit from updating to reflect modern language
use, its systematic approach and enduring clarity ensure its continued relevance in the field of
English language teaching. The book's strength lies in its ability to provide a strong
foundational understanding, which is crucial for further language development.

FAQ
Q1: Is *A Practical English Grammar* suitable for beginners?

A1: While the book is comprehensive, it might be too challenging for absolute beginners. A basic
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understanding of English grammar and vocabulary is recommended before starting. Beginners
might benefit from simpler introductory texts before tackling this book.

Q2: Does the book focus more on written or spoken English?

A2: The book leans more towards written English grammar. While spoken English is touched
upon, the majority of examples and exercises focus on written forms.

Q3: Are there answer keys for the exercises?

A3: Generally, answer keys are available separately, either in a teacher's edition or as a
downloadable resource depending on the publisher and edition.

Q4: How does this book compare to other grammar textbooks?

A4: *A Practical English Grammar* distinguishes itself through its systematic and
comprehensive approach. Compared to other books, it provides a more thorough and in-depth
explanation of grammatical rules, often with a more traditional approach. Other books might
focus more on specific aspects of grammar, specific English varieties, or a more communicative
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approach to teaching.

Q5: Is the 4th edition significantly different from previous editions?

A5: The 4th edition incorporates minor updates and revisions, likely clarifying certain points or
adding a few new examples, but it retains the core structure and content of previous editions.
Significant overhauls are rare in established textbooks like this one.

Q6: Can this book be used for IELTS/TOEFL preparation?

A6: While not specifically designed for exam preparation, mastering the grammar covered in *A
Practical English Grammar* will significantly improve your performance in standardized tests
like IELTS and TOEFL. The thorough explanation of grammar rules and comprehensive
exercises enhance your overall English proficiency.

Q7: Where can I purchase *A Practical English Grammar*?

A7: The book is widely available online through major retailers such as Amazon and also in
bookstores worldwide. Check your local bookstore or online retailers for availability.
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Q8: Are there any online resources to complement the book?

A8: While the book itself doesn't have an official online companion, numerous online resources
(websites, forums, etc.) offer additional exercises, explanations, and discussions related to the
concepts covered in *A Practical English Grammar*. Searching for specific grammar topics
alongside "A Practical English Grammar" can yield valuable supplementary materials.

A Deep Dive into A Practical English Grammar (4th
Edition) by J. Thomson and V. Martinet
For numerous individuals of English as a foreign language (ESL|EFL|EAL), mastering the
complexities of English grammar is a difficult but vital task. Effectively navigating this
landscape requires a dependable guide, and for decades, *A Practical English Grammar* (4th
Edition) by A.J. Thomson and A.V. Martinet has served as a beacon in this journey. This
discussion will delve into the attributes that have made this textbook a classic in ESL/EFL
instruction, exploring its structure, subject matter, and continuing significance.

The book's potency lies in its lucid explanation of grammar rules. Contrary to many grammar
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books that bewilder the reader with dense theoretical explanations, Thomson and Martinet
adopt a hands-on technique. The grammar points are presented in a logical manner,
constructing upon previously mastered concepts. Each section commonly begins with a clear
description of the grammar rule, followed by extensive examples illustrating its implementation
in different contexts.

One of the book's most useful characteristics is its thorough scope of grammatical subjects.
From the basics of sentence formation to the more sophisticated aspects of English grammar,
such as tenses, helping verbs, relative clauses, and passive construction, the book offers a
exhaustive summary. This breadth of range makes it fit for a wide spectrum of learners, from
newcomers to advanced students.

Furthermore, the book's layout is deliberately considered. The use of uncluttered font,
organized sections, and useful illustrations enhances to its readability. The inclusion of many
exercises at the end of each section allows learners to practice the grammar points they have
learned, strengthening their understanding and improving their mastery.

The 4th edition has also gained from revisions that reflect developments in the knowledge of
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English grammar. The authors have improved existing descriptions and added new information
to deal with developing linguistic phenomena. This ensures that the book stays a up-to-date and
authoritative resource for modern learners.

In summary, *A Practical English Grammar* (4th Edition) by Thomson and Martinet remains a
invaluable resource for anyone seeking to improve their English grammar. Its clear
explanations, applied approach, thorough coverage, and careful format make it an outstanding
textbook for ESL/EFL learners of all levels. Its enduring success is a proof to its superiority and
effectiveness. The book's hands-on exercises and clear explanations empower students to truly
grasp the fundamentals and move beyond simply memorizing rules. This makes it an invaluable
asset for both self-study and classroom instruction.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Is this book suitable for beginners? Yes, while it covers advanced topics, the book's
structured approach makes it accessible to beginners. They can focus on the initial chapters and
gradually progress.

2. What makes this book different from other grammar books? Its clarity, practical
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approach, and comprehensive coverage distinguish it. Many grammar books are dense and
theoretical; this one prioritizes understanding and application.

3. Does the book include a key for the exercises? Many editions include an answer key, but
it's best to check the specific edition you are using. Some versions might sell the key separately.

4. Is this book suitable for self-study? Absolutely. Its clear explanations and numerous
exercises make it an excellent resource for self-directed learning.

5. Can this book be used in a classroom setting? Yes, it's widely used as a core textbook in
ESL/EFL classrooms worldwide due to its comprehensive content and adaptable structure.
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